Aaron Bank and the Early Days of
U.S. Army Special Forces

by
Darren Sapp

May, 2011
www.darrensapp.com



Copyright © 2017 by Darren Sapp
All rights reserved.
Collins & Halsey Publishers / May, 2011
ISBN-10: 1520650043
ISBN-13: 978-1520650043

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by
any electronic or mechanical means including information stor-
age and retrieval systems, without permission in writing from
the author. The only exception is by a reviewer, who may quote

short excerpts in a review,

Cover Design:
Vivid Covers
www.vividcovers.com

Formatting:
Christine Borgford of Type A Formatting
www.typeaformatting.com '



ALSO BY DARREN SAPP

Fire on the Flight Deck
The Fisher Boy
Special Force: A World War II Commando Novel

Discover more at www.darrensapp.com



APPENDIX A: GLOSSARY

BCRA—Bureau Central de Renseignements et d’ Action (Cen-
tral Bureau of Intelligence and Operations).

Conventional Warfare—Elements of Infantry, armory, air,
and naval forces organized as a cohesive forced typically engaged
large scale war.

Department—Administrative / Geographical division within
France.

FFI—Forces Francaises de I'Intérieur (French Forces of the
Interior).

FTP-—Francs-tireurs, a term describing unconventional French
forces.

Guerilla Warfare—Consisting of small paramilitary elements
fighting within or near a specific terrain for which those fighters
might also dwell.

Irregular Warfare—Elements of warfare outside standard
practice of conventional forces and used interchangeable with the
more widely used special operations.

MI5—(Military Intelligence Section 5)—British unit responsible
for domestic intelligence work.

Mlé-—(Military Intelligence Section 6)—British unit responsible
for foreign intelligence work.

OS88—United States Office of Strategic Services created in
1942 for intelligence and covert operations.

Partisan Warfare —Similar to guerilla warfare but typically
referring to European elements opposing Germany during World
War II.
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Psychological Warfare—The use of truth, partial truth, and
outright deception in various media elements or by persons to
confuse the enemy.

Regular Warfare--Operations conducted by conventional
forces.

Resistance Force/Network—Consisting of small pockets of
partisans including both combatants and non-combatants.

SOE—Special Projects Operations Center run by the British.

SPOC-—British Special Operations Executive created in 1940
for espionage and resistance activities behind.

Special Forces—Lower case use of this term meaning elements
of warfare outside standard practice of conventional forces and
used interchangeably with the more widely used special operations
while the upper case use of this term specifically refers to the Unites
States Army branch also known as the Green Berets.

Special Operations—Military operations that work outside
the norm of conventional forces.

Special Warfare—Elements of warfare outside standard prac-
tice of conventional forces and used interchangeable with the more
widely used special operations.

Unconventional Warfare—Elements of warfare outside stan-
dard practice of conventional forces and used interchangeable with
the more widely used special operations.

W /T-—-Wireless Telegraph
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Map 1. Jedburgh teams in France, June—September 1944

Source: http:/ /www.cgsc.edu /carl/ resources/ csi/lewis / Images/ pgx.gif
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French Indoching
Source: hitp:/ /www.learnmc.org/lp/multimedia/ 13472
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APPENDIX C:
AARON BANK TIMELINE

Nov 23—Born, New York City

Attended Swedish Gymnastics Institute, New York City
Lifeguard—Nassau, Bahamas and Biarritz, France
Travel—Switzerland, England, Germany, Belgium

Aug 19—Entered Army Service as a Private
Dec 15—Entered Officer Candidate School

Mar 15 Promoted to 2nd Lieutenant

Oct 4—Promoted to 1st Lieutenant

Aug 1—Joined OS85

Nov 26-—Left for European Theatre of Operations

May 1—Promoted to Captain
Jul 31 to Sept. 20—Team Packard Mission, France

Jul 28-—Arrived China Theatre of Operations
Apr 22— Awarded Bronze Star
Sep 11—Promotion to Major

Dec 10—Assigned to Counter Intelligence Corps

Jun 19—Appointed Inaugural Commander of 10th Special
Forces Group

Retired from U.S. Army

Apr 1—Death



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aaron Bank to Mrs. Beverly E. Lindsay. February 27, 1973.
Alfred Paddock Private Collection.

Ambrose, Stephen E. D-Day, June 6, 1944: The Climactic Battle
of World War II. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994.

Ambrose, Stephen E. Pegasus Bridge: June 6, 1944. New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1985.

Ballantine, Linda. Telephone interview by author. August
18, 2010.

Bank, Aaron. From OSS to Green Bevets: The Birth of Special
Forces. New York: Pocket Books, 1987.

Bank, Catherine. Telephone interview by author. August 18,
2010.

Beavan, Colin. Operation Jedburgh: D-Day and America’s First
Shadow War. New York: Viking, 2006.

Breuer, William B. Daring Missions of World War II. New York:
J. Wiley, 2001.

Breuer, William B. Operation Dragoon: The Allied Invasion of the
South of France. Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1987

Brinkley, Douglas. The Boys of Peint Du Hoc: Ronald Reagan,
D-Day, and the U.S. Army 2nd Ranger Battalion. New York: Harper
Collins Publisher, 2005.

Brownlee, Richard S. Grey Ghosts of the Confederacy. Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1986.

Bull, Stephen. Special Ops, 1939-1945: A Manual of Covert Warfare
and Training. Minneapolis, MN: Zenith Press, 2009.

Busch, Briton Cooper. Bunker Hill to Bastogne: Elite Forces and



86 DARREN SAPP

American Society. Washington, D.C.: Potomac Books, 2006.

Carfano, James J. “Mobilizing Europe’s Stateless: Americas
Plan for a Cold War Army.” Journal of Cold War Studies 1, no. 2
(Winter 1999): 1-38. hitp:/ /www.fus. harvard.edu/ ~hpews / carafino.
pdf (accessed April 12, 2010).

Clancy, Tom, Carl Stiner, and Tony Koltz. Shadow Warriors:
Inside the Special Forces. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2002,

Couch, Dick. Chosen Soldier: The Making of a Special Forces
Warrior. New York: Crown Publishers, 2007.

Dommen, Arthur]., and George W. Dalley. “The OSS in Laos:
The 1945 Raven Mission and American Policy.” Journal of Southeast
Asian Studies 22, no. 02 (September 1991): 327-46.

Dreux, William B. No Bridges Blown. Notre Dame, IN: Univer-
sity of Notre Dame Press, 1971.

Dwight D. Eisenhower to Collin Gubbins. May 31, 1945. http://
www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/SOEgubbins.htm (accessed August 7,
2010).

Fitzgerald, Edward. E-mail interview by author. May 19, 2010.

Ford, Roger. Steel from the Sky: The Jedburgh Raiders, France 1944.
London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2004.

Funk, Arthur L. “Churchill, Eisenhower, and the French Re-
sistance.” Military Affairs 45, no. 1 (February 1981): 29-34.

Hans Waller, Barbara. Telephone interview by author. April
18, 2010.

Harrison, Gordon A. Cross-Channel Attack, Washington: Office
of the Chief of Military History, Dept. of the Army, 1951.

Haswell, Jock. The Intelligence and Deception of the D-Day Land-
ings. London: Batsford, 1979.

Healy, Joe. “SWCS Dedicates Bank Hall.” Special Warfare 19, no.
1 (January / February 2006): 6-7. http:/ /www.soc.mil/swcs/swmag/
Archives/06_JanFeb.pdf (accessed August 26, 2010).

Henry C. Lodge to General J. Lawton Collins. November 26,



AARON BANK 87

1951. Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.

Hogan, David W. U.S. Army Special Operations in World War
1. Washington, D.C.: Center of Military History, Dept. of the
Army, 1992,

Hogan, Jerry. "A Proud and Skillful Organization.” The Military
View, October 2008. http:/ /www.themilitaryview.com/?q=node/ 206
{accessed April 14, 2010,

Hogan, Jerry. “An Unusual Officer from Three Countries.”
The Military View, October 2008. hittp://www.themilitaryview.
com/?q=node/201 (accessed April 14, 2010).

Hogan, Jerry. Interview by author. April 14, 2010.

Irwin, Will. The Jedburghs: The Secret History of the Allied Special
Forces, France 1944. New York: Public Affairs, 2005.

Joint Special Operations University and Ofice of Strategic Services
(OSS) Society Symposium: Irregular Warfare and the OSS Model. Report.
Hurlburt Field, FL: JSOU Press, 2010.

Kehoe, Robert R. “1944: An Allied Team With the French
Resistance.” Studies of Intelligence, Winter 98-99, 1-42. htips:/ /www.
cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence / csi-publications/
csi-studies/ studies/winter98_99/art03.html (accessed September 7,
2010).

Lewis, S. J. “Jedburgh Team Operations in Support of the
12th Army Group, August 1944.”CGSC—Command and General
Staff College. http:/ /www.cgsc.edu/carl/ vesources/csi/Lewis/Lewis.
asp (accessed August 17, 2010).

Lodge, Henry C. “Statement of Senator Henry Cabot Lodge.”
Speech, Address to First Group of Enlisted Aliens, Camp Kilmer,
New Jersey, October 15, 1951. Massachusetts Historical Society,
Boston.

Nathanson, E. M., and Aaron Bank. Knight’s Cross: A Novel.
New York: Carol Pub. Group, 1993.

Nutsch, Mark. Interview by author. April 17, 2010.



88 DARREN SAPP

O’Donnell, Patrick K. Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Un-
known Story of the Men and Women of World War II's OSS. New York:
Free Press, 2004.

Paddock, Alfred H. U.S. Army Special Warfare: Its Origins. Law-
rence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2002,

R. W. Volckmann to Mrs. Beverly E. Lindsay. March 21, 1969.
Alfred Paddock Private Collection.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Entry 103. Box 3. Folder 78, Team
Packard. National Archives. College Park, MD.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Entry 154. Box 174, Field Station
Files: Kunming. National Archives. College Park, MDD.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Entry 154. Box 199. Field Station
Files: Kunming. National Archives. College Park, MD.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Entry 154. Box 202. Field Station
Files: Kunming. National Archives. College Park, MD.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Entry 174. Box 154. Field Station
Files: Kunming. National Archives. College Park, MD.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Entry 224. Box 34. Personal File:
Bank, Aaron. National Archives. College Park, MD.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Entry 92a. Box 87. Field Station
Files: Kunming. National Archives. College Park, MD.

Records of the OSS. RG 226. Folder 3371. Box 198, Field Station
Files: Kunming, National Archives. College Park, MD.

“Report of Jedburgh Team Alexander.” Digital image. Oper-
ation Jedburgh. http://www.operationjedburgh (accessed August 9,
2010).

“Report of Jedburgh Team Bruce.” Digital image. Operation
Jedburgh. http:/ /www.operationjedburgh (accessed August 9, 2010).

“Saving Lives, Destroying Them—— All in His Colorful Past.”
Interview by Gordon Grant. Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles), Au-
gust 11, 1968.

Schoenbrun, David. Soldiers of the Night: The Story of the French



AARON BANK 89

Resistance. New York: Dutton, 1980.

Sides, Hampton. Ghost Soldiers: The Forgotten Epic Story of
World War II's Most Dramatic Mission. New York: Doubleday, 2001.

Simons, Laval. Interview by author. April 17, 2010.

Simpson, Charles M. Inside the Green Berets: The First Thirty
Years, a History of the U.S. Army Special Forces. Novato, CA: Presidio
Press, 1983.

Singlaub, John K. Hazardous Duty: An American Soldier in the
Twentieth Century. New York: Summit Books, 1991.

Smith, R. Harris. OSS: The Secret History of America’s First Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1972.

Southworth, Samuel A. U.S. Special Warfare: The Elite Combat
Skills of America’s Modern Armed Forces. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo
Press, 2004.

Speidel, Hans. Invasion 1944; Rommel and the Normandy Cam-
paign. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1971.

Sutherland, Ian. “The OSS Operational Groups: Origin of
Army Special Forces.” Special Warfare PB 80-02-2 (June 2002): 2-13.
http:/ /www.soc.mil/swes/swmag/ Archives/02jun. PDF (accessed
October 13, 2010).

Thomas, David. “The Importance of Commando Operation
in Modern Warfare 1939-82.” Journal of Contemporary History 18,
no. 4 (October 1983): 689-717.

‘Tovar, Hugh. E-mail interview by author. November 8, 2010.

“Transcipt of Charles De Gaulle 6-18-40 Speech.” The Lehr-
man Institute Public Policy Programs Lehrman Institute Research.
hitp:/ /lehrmaninstitute.org/history/index. html (accessed QOctober
13, 2010).

United States. Dept. of the Army. FM 31-21 Guerilla Warfare
and Special Forces Operations, 1961. Washington: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1961.

US. Congress. House. Extension of Remarks. Tribute to Col.



90 DARREN SAPP

Aaron Bank. By Ron Packard. 104th Cong., 1st sess. H. Res. E 389.
hitp:/ /www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-1995-02-21/pdf/ CREC-1995-
02-21-extensions.pdf (accessed August 9, 2010).

U.S. Congress. Senate. 1950. Public Law 597, S.S. 2269, 81st
Cong., 2d sess. Accessed 12 Jan 2011; available from GPO Access.

Volckmann, R. W. We Remained: Three Years behind the Enemy
Lines in the Philippines. New York: W.W. Norton, 1954.

Waller, Douglas C. The Commandos: The Inside Story of America’s
Secret Soldiers. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994.



